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Utilitarianism in Legalizing Gay Marriage
Although all 50 states in the United States have legalized gay marriage, same-sex marriage is still illegal in some countries across the world. Apart from the legal provisions made in support of permitting gay marriage, various ethical justifications can also be put forward in support of the same from a utilitarian standpoint. Utilitarianism judges the ethicality of an action based on whether its outcomes maximize the good that can result from the situation (Document 7, n.d.). From a utilitarian viewpoint, the action is ethical if the total amount of positive outcomes outweighs the number of negative outcomes. This is the concept of utility, which is the net amount of pleasure obtained after all the pain resulting from the action is subtracted (Document 7, n.d.). In most cases, an ethical action from a utilitarian perspective causes the most amount of happiness for the largest proportion of individuals who are affected by the action. As such, contrary to ethical theories that focus on the action itself, utilitarianism focuses on the outcomes of the action (Document 7, n.d.).
Nonetheless, there are various forms of utilitarianism based on different claims of certain individuals regarding how utilitarianism can be applied in different circumstances. Mill proposes the theory of hedonic utilitarianism which argues that the ethicality of an action should be evaluated by analyzing its results relative to the results that would have occurred if another action had been taken (Utilitarian Claims, n.d.). This theory is founded on the idea of utility, which specifies that an action is ethical if its outcomes are equally beneficial or more beneficial than any other action that could be taken in the same situation (Utilitarian Claims, n.d.). Therefore, Mill’s hedonic utilitarianism specifies that an ethical action must have the most beneficial outcomes, which is different from the idea of satisficing consequentialism which argues that the action is ethical if its outcomes are good enough (Utilitarian Claims, n.d.). However, Mill’s idea of utilitarianism emphasizes that happiness and unhappiness are the most crucial outcomes that should be evaluated in assessing the ethicality of an action (Utilitarian Claims, n.d.). As such, Mill contends that the most ethical action creates the most amount of happiness for the largest number of individuals involved regardless of the amount of time taken to produce the outcomes (Utilitarian Claims, n.d.). Conversely, Jeremy Betham claims that the intensity and duration of the pleasure and pain resulting from an action are the most important outcomes (Utilitarian Claims, n.d.).
The legalization of gay marriage can be justified based on Mill’s hedonic utilitarianism. For starters, allowing gay marriage is more beneficial than disallowing it, which is the other alternative action in this case. More specifically, gay marriage does not cause any harm to anyone in society. Additionally, allowing gay individuals to marry will enable them to express their desires which will make them feel valued as part of the community. Moreover, there will be fewer conflicts since gay individuals will not feel ignored and will therefore not protest or cause unrest in society. Despite some members of the community, such as religious institutions, being unhappy due to the legalization of gay marriage, the net amount of happiness experienced by gay individuals and other people overwhelms the unhappiness that may result from the legalization of gay marriage. As such, the outcomes are beneficial to the greater number of individuals who are impacted by the legalization of gay marriage, which justifies its ethicality from a hedonic utilitarianism perspective.
Similarly, Jeremy Bentham’s felicific calculus can be used to calculate the amount of pleasure that legalizing gay marriage causes. This calculus, which is also known as utility calculus, the hedonistic calculus and the hedonic calculus, is based on the belief that the morality of an action is correlated to the amount of pleasure or pain that it causes (Document 8, n.d.). The calculus is based on seven aspects, which include the intensity of the pleasure, the likelihood of its occurrence, its duration, the likelihood of being followed by similar sensations and opposite ones, its remoteness, and the proportion of individuals that will be impacted (Document 8, n.d.). Based on this calculus, permitting gay marriage will result in intense pleasure for gay individuals because they will feel accepted in the community and will be allowed to exercise their rights to autonomy over their bodies (Akpan, 2017). Also, this pleasure will certainly occur as soon as gay individuals are allowed to marry, will last over the lifetime of gay individuals who will be allowed to marry, will be followed by other positive sensations such as increased self-worth, and will be beneficial to all gay individuals. Similarly, the larger portion of the community will most likely benefit from the reduced unrest to a significant extent immediately after gay individuals are allowed to marry, which will perpetuate other beneficial outcomes such as peace in the society. Consequently, it is ethical to legalize gay marriage.


References
Akpan, C. O. (2017). The Morality of Same-Sex Marriage: How Not to Globalize a Cultural Anomie. Online Journal of Health Ethics, 13(1), 2.
Document 7. (n.d.)
Document 8. (n.d.)
Utilitarian Claims. (n.d.)
